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Total area: 8.516.000 km

Population: 207,7 millions

Brasília Capital: 

Timezone:  Brasília/DF (BRT)

Coin: Real

 6,56 trillion reais PIB:

Language: Portuguese

+55Code: 

Religion: Laic State

Total area: 331.983 km²

Population: 6,851 millions

Capital: São Luís

Code: 98 e 99

Flag of Maranhão
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Flag of Brazil
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IFMA is part of the Brazilian network of Professional, 

Scientific and Technological Education institutions 

and was implemented in São Luís (MA) in 2008, 

continuing a tradition started in 1909, when the 

Artcraft Schools were created in state capitals. We 

are a government institution that has financial, 

patrimonial, administrative, disciplinary and 

didactic-pedagogic autonomy. We offer tuition-

free and qualified secondary, vocational and higher 

education, developing research and innovation, 

and extension projects in different areas. IFMA is 

composed of 29 Campuses: Açailândia, Alcântara, 

Araioses, Bacabal, Barra do Corda, Barreirinhas, 

Buriticupu, Carolina, Caxias, Codó, Coelho Neto, 

Grajaú, Imperatriz, Itapecuru Mirim, Pedreiras, 

Pinheiro, Presidente dutra, Porto Franco, Rosário, 

Santa Inês, São José de Ribamar, São João dos 

Patos, São Luís-Centro Histórico, São Luís-

Maracanã, São Luís-Monte Castelo, São Raimundo 

das Mangabeiras, Timon, Viana  and  Zé Doca. IFMA 

also serves many other cities through Distance 

Education, with professionals that provide local 

assistance all over the state. The Rectory is located 

in the city of São Luís, capital of Maranhão state.

ABOUT IFMA
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ABOUT BRAZIL

To arrive in Brazil, the student will 
need a passport valid for at least 
6 (six) months from the date of 
entry, with at least 2 (two) blank 
pages, and a student visa. After 
contacting IFMA, the student must 
request the visa through the 
webpage scedv.serpro.gov.br. The 
consular fees must be paid by the 
student at the Consulate of Brazil 
in the student's country of origin. 

08

More information 
concerning the 
documentation 
needed and 
procedure for the 
student's 
admission in 
Brazil is available 
at the Consulate 
General of Brazil 
website.
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To arrive in Brazil, the student 
will need a passport valid for at 
least 6 (six) months from the 
date of entry, with at least 2 
(two) blank pages, and a 
student visa. After contacting 
IFMA, the student must request 
the visa through the webpage 
scedv.serpro.gov.br. The 
consular fees must be paid by 
the student at the Consulate of 
Brazil in the student's country of 
origin. More information 
concerning the documentation 
needed and procedure for the 
student's admission in Brazil is 
available at the Consulate 
General of Brazil website.

ENTRY IN BRAZIL
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ABOUT OUR STATE - 
MARANHÃO 

Maranhão, whose capital is São Luís, is the 
second largest state in the northeast region 
of Brazil with a population of over 7 million. It 
borders Pará state to the west, Atlantic Ocean 
to the north, Piauí to the east and Tocantins to 
the south. The economy is based on 
agriculture, livestock, fishery, and service 
sector. The climate is tropical characterized 
by super humid monsoons, autumn rains, and 
summer rains.
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IFMA IN MARANHÃO

Comprising over 1954 
faculty and 1568 
administration staff, IFMA 
currently serves over 43 
thousand students with 
more than 200 technical 
level (2-year) programs, 
as well as undergraduate 
and graduate programs, 
teaching degrees, 
distance education and 
young adult education 
programs. Other activities 
offered by IFMA consist of 
continuing education 
programs, on-demand 
technical level programs 
and opportunities for 
research and community 
outreach/ extension 
activities.
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ABOUT CAMPUS MONTE
CASTELO – IFMA

The campus address is Getúlio 
Vargas Avenue, Nº 04, Monte 

Castelo, São Luís - MA. CEP: 65030-
005. You can find a map on the 

website of the IFMA Monte Castelo:

 https://montecastelo.ifma.edu.br/localizacao

Lapassion@São Luís  |  IFMA

The Course will be taking place in 
Campus Monte Castelo from Federal 
Institute of Education, Science and 
Technology of Maranhão.

http: https://montecastelo.ifma.edu.br 
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ARRIVING FROM THE
AIRPORT

TRANSPORTATION

You can use it as a bus, taxi or Uber transportation.

Buses are the primary transportation used by 
Brazilians. Airports are available in most cities and 
major cities, have subways and trains. Bus 
schedules are available online according to the 
location. We suggest using the application “Meu 
ônibus São Luís”, which indicates these schedules, 
routes and available buses for several city 
destinations.

Lapassion@São Luís  |  IFMA
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HOSTELS/ACCOMMODATION
FOR STUDENTS

There are two main hotel areas in São Luís: the historical 
center area, which has hundreds of centenary buildings but 
has few offers; and the coastal zone, a modern and valued 
area between Ponta D'Areia and Praia de Calhau, where there 
are more offers and grand hotels.

The IFMA - Monte Castelo Campus, where the activities of the 
LA PASSION Project will take place, is not located in either one 
of these regions, so it will be necessary to travel to one of 
these two regions. The campus is approximately 10 km 
distant from the coastal zone.

Suggestions

Tanan Hostel

Address: Rua dos Timbós 30 Qd 
46 Renascença I, São Luís, CEP 
65075-410. (near the coast)
Located approximately 8 km 
away from Monte Castelo 
Campus. Nearest bus stop 200 
meters away.
Rated with 9.2 concepts on 
Booking. Several 
accommodation options, with 
different values, and may include 
bed linen, wardrobe, outside 
dining area, kitchenette with 
microwave, refrigerator, air 
conditioning, etc. Continental 
breakfast included.

Green Smart Hotel

Address: Avenida Castelo 
Branco, 375, São 
Francisco, São Luís, CEP 
65076-090 
Located approximately 7 
km away from Monte 
Castelo Campus. Bus stop 
in front of the hotel.
Evaluated with concept 
7.5 on Booking. Various 
accommodation options 
with different values and 
services. Breakfast 
included.

Where to stay in são luís/maranhão?

Lapassion@São Luís  |  IFMA
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Flats no Biarritz

Address: Av. dos Holandeses, 
2- Qd 7 - Ponta do Farol, São 
Luís, CEP 65075-650. (near 
the coast)
Located approximately 9 km 
away from Monte Castelo 
Campus. Bus stop in front of 
the hotel.
Rated 8.4 on Booking. Various 
accommodation options with 
different values and services. 
Breakfast is not served.

Suites no Bellagio

Address: Rua 28, quadra 21, 
Ponta do Farol, São Luís, CEP 
65071-365, Brasil. 
Located approximately 9 km 
away from Monte Castelo 
Campus. Nearest bus stop at 
300 meters.
Rated 7.9 on Booking. 
Various accommodation 
options with different values 
and services. Breakfast is not 
served.

CONTACTS

Rectory 
Address: 744, Colares Moreira 
Avenue, Renascença – São 
Luís/MA – BrazilCEP 65075-441 
Phone contact: +55 (98) 3215-1701
Website: www.ifma.edu.br

Pro-Rectory for Research, 
Graduate and Innovation
Location: The same building of 
the Rectory.
Phone contact: +55 (98) 3215-
1794
E-mail: prpgi@ifma.edu.br  

International Affairs Office
Location: The same building of 
the Rectory. 
Phone contact: +55 (98) 3215-1812 
E-mail: internacional@ifma.edu.br 

Emergency Telephone Numbers 

Ambulância (Ambulance) 

Bombeiros (Fire Department)

Defesa Civil (Civil Defense)

Polícia Civil (Civil Police)

Polícia Federal (Federal 
Police)

Polícia Militar (Military Police)

Polícia Rodoviária Estadual 
(State Highway Police)

Polícia Rodoviária Federal 
(Federal Highway Police)

192 

193

199

197

194

190

198

191
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CULTURAL AND TOURISTIC
INFORMATION
HISTORIC CENTER

São Luís was recognized as a World Cultural Heritage 
by Unesco in 1997, for its rich and diversified culture 
maintained in an architectural group of houses and 
mansions of the XVIII and XIV centuries, constituting 
an exceptional example of Portuguese colonial city. In 
this context of historical city, São Luís expanded, 
preserving the urban mesh of the XVII century and its 
original architectonic set

It is nowadays a cultural space with museums, 
theaters, shops, public agencies, bars, and restau-
rants providing from a beautiful tour, that refers to 
a trip to a past of prosperity and ostentation, to 
happy hour nights, especially on Fridays and 
Saturdays, with reggae parties, electronic music, 
and cultural programming.

Lapassion@São Luís  |  IFMA
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CASA DO MARANHÃO

The folkloric museum is housed in the old Customs 
Building, dating from 1873. Restored in 2014, it offers 
guided tours presenting the entire collection, 
consisting of clothing and musical instruments used 
at Bumba-Meu-Boi parties. In the new space, 
multimedia equipment leads to a journey through 
history, traditions, heritage and the arts of Maranhão. 
The visitor can also make a sound tour through 
Maranhão reggae, the sound of Caixeiras, Tambour 
de Crioula and Tambor de Mina.

HISTORICAL AND ARTISTIC MUSEUM OF MARANHÃO
 The preserved Solar Gomes de Sousa, built in 1836, 
was transformed into a museum in 1973. The objects 
on display - furniture, porcelain, glass, and crystals - 
restore the environments of the rich Maranhão 
residences of the 18th and 19th centuries . 

Museums

Lapassion@São Luís  |  IFMA



CASA DE NHOZINHO 

The museum is housed in one of the most imposing 
colonial buildings of the Historic Center, with four 
floors and a facade covered with tiles. In the 
collection of the house are innumerable works of 
Nhozinho, Maranhão craftsman who, throughout his 
life, made toys and figures of the folklore in buriti. 
Also exhibited are objects and artifacts from the 
regional daily life Also exhibited are, such as 
drumsticks, ox carts, fishing utensils and indigenous 
handicrafts.et.

MUSEUM OF VISUAL ARTS

Located on the second floor of the Archiepiscopal 
Palace of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory 
(Church of the See), it presents the historical 
process of colonization and occupation of the 
territory of Maranhão begun in the 17th century, in 
the context of Brazilian sacred art. The signs and 
symbolisms contained in the exhibited artistic 
objects are representative of the testimony of faith 
and devotion and lead the visitor on a journey 
through history. 
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MUSEUM OF VISUAL ARTS
The highlight of the exhibition is 
the various styles of Portuguese, 
English, French and German tiles 
from the 18th to the 20th centuries. 
There are also collections of 
paintings by Brazilian artists and 
sacred art from the 17th century. A 
lookout on the third floor opens up 
a beautiful view of the Historic 
Center, San Marcos bay, and Praia 
Grande Market.

CAFUA DAS MERCÊS
Headquarters of the Negro 
Museum, the small colonial 
building of the 19th century 
functioned as a slave market. The 
collection gathers objects from 
African tribes, such as instruments, 
musicals and clothing worn in 
festive and religious rituals. 

CONVENTO DAS MERCÊS
The former convent houses 
cultural spaces such as José 
Sarney Memorial, with objects 
related to the former presidente,  
and the Museum of Republican 
Memory. It i also a place for 
cultural events and activities.
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The beaches of São Luís are other important attractions for 
those who seek leisure and fun. They are located in the other 
part of the city, which presents a more modern feature with 
buildings, shopping malls and sophisticated restaurants. 
On the coast of São Luís, you visit: 

PRAIA DA GUIA
Located to the west of the island, Praia da Guia has a wide strip 
of sand, mangroves, dunes and undergrowth. Its privileged 
location allows a panoramic view of the historical part of São 
Luís. Although it is only 2.5 km from the city center, it is 
considered a deserted beach.

PRAIA PONTA D'AREIA
Ponta d'Areia's nearest beach is four kilometers and is easily 
accessible and is also the most frequented in the city, 
bringing together bathers of various styles. Praia Ponta 
D'Areia is famous for the reggae clubs installed by the sea 
and has one more attraction besides the warm water and 
privileged spaces for practicing sports: the Coastal Spigot, a 
bridge that extends to the sea and which has become the 
most suitable tourist spot to enjoy the beautiful sunset. 

PRAIA DE SÃO MARCOS
It is visited preferably by groups of young people and surfers. 
The bars provide entertainment during the day and even at 
night and the landscape is made up of green dunes and ruins 
of São Marcos Fort, built in the 18th century.

Beaches
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PRAIA DO MEIO
Located 18.5 km from the center of São Luís, Praia do Meio has 
yellowish and beaten sand, strong waves and clearer water 
during the summer, and is suitable for windsurfing and ultralight 
flights.

PRAIA DO CALHAU
The beach with calm waters, dunes and undergrowth 
accompanies the entire extension of Avenida Litorânea. The 
movement is great at weekends, both for swimmers and for 
sports enthusiasts, such as running and cycling and kitesurfing. 
The charm is due to the standardized kiosks and the restaurants 
on stilts. 

PRAIA DO OLHO D'ÁGUA
Traditional beach and one of the most beautiful in São Luís, it is 
10 km away from the city center. It has a wide range of fine sand, 
with waves in the first half of the year and dunes that reach 
more than 10 meters in height, besides hills and cliffs; between 
the months of July and December, the strong winds that blow 
there, attract the practitioners of sailing sports. Praia do Olho 
D'Água has several bars and restaurants and is quite busy.

PRAIA DO CAOLHO
: Praia do Caolho is the stretch between Praia do Calhau and 
Praia do Olho D'Água. It has a very good tourist infrastructure, 
with hotels, several bars, restaurants and ice cream shops. The 
access is made by Av. Litorânea or Av. Daniel de La Touche. It is 
7.5 km from the center of São Luís.
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Festivals
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We highlight the cultural 
manifestations in the city, such 
as Cacuriá, Tambour de Crioula, 
Bumba-Meu-Boi and Reggae, 
which happen more often in the 
June and Carnival period and of 
course the festive animations 
that take place continuously in 
several concert halls throughout 
the city on weekends, holidays, 
etc., such as forró parties, 
electronic parties

in bars, beach huts or clubs. The most crowded 
places are Roots Bar, in the Historic Center (R. da 
Palma, 85), on Friday nights; Nelson's Bar, at the 
end of Av. Litorânea, at Calhau (Saturday); and 
Chama Maré, hidden in the left corner of Ponta 
d'Areia, on Sunday. In the Historical Center - 
especially in Rua Portugal -, bars and restaurants 
installed in houses and mansions 
spread their tables on the 
sidewalk and the sound is usually 
more eclectic. Happy hours start 
moving the area in the middle of 
the week, but the excitement gets 
bigger on Friday and Saturday 
nights. Golden point night of the 
capital is the Jansen Lagoon, with 
bars and pizzerias.



Cuisine
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Shoppings

The shopping centers of São Luís are located in the 
newest areas of the city and close to the main 
shopping centers.

Lapassion@São Luís  |  IFMA

Maranhão cuisine brings together Indian, Portuguese 
and African influences, with a wide variety of seafood 
and portions of flour. Our most famous dish is rice-de-
cuxá. This dish is made with vegetables, dried prawns, 
sesame and cassava flour and is served in the 
specialized restaurants of our region - from the 
homemade to the most sophisticated. To accompany, 
there is nothing better than the guaraná Jesus, a 
typical soda from Maranhão, pink, sweet and cinnamon-
flavored.Culinária: 
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